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SUBJECT: VESCO -PLANS TO ABROGATE VESCO LAW 
REF: SAN JOSE 4789 

1. DEPARTMENT DOES NOT FEEL QUALIFIED TO COMMENT ON PROS 
OR CONS OF RELIANCE ON BUSTAMANTE CODE IN ABSENCE OF AN 
EXTRADITION TREATY, AS US HAS NOT ADHERED TO THE CODE. AT 
ANY RATE THIS QUESTION DOES NOT AFFECT EXTRADITION BETWEEN 
THE UNITED STATES AND COSTA RICA AS THERE IS AN EXTRADITION 
TREATY IN FORCE. WITH REGARD TO ABROGATING THE PRESENT LAW 
IT WOULD APPEAR THAT THIS COULD BE DONE IN SUCH A WAY AS TO 
EITHER (1) RETURN TO THE 1971 LAW OR (2) ABROGATE ALL 
DOMESTIC EXTRADITION LEGISLATION IN FAVOR OF STRICT RE- 
LIANCE ON THE BILATERAL TREATY. EITHER ONE OF THESE TWO 
ALTERNATIVES IS PREFERABLE TO THE CURRENT SITUATION AND 
YOU MAY WISH TO STATE THIS OPINION TO THE PRESIDENT. 
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2. F.Y.I. CURRENT TREATY HOWEVER, IS OUT OF DATE AND 
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SHOULD BE RE-NEGOTIATED AND RELIANCE ON IT DOES, OF 
COURSE, PRESENT SOME PROBLEMS. CHIEF OF WHICH IS 
ARTICLE 1 PROVISION REQUIRING PRESENCE OF FUGITIVE WITHIN 
"JURISDICTION” OF REQUESTING STATE WHEN CRIME WAS COM- 
MITTED. IN THIS CONNECTION DEPARTMENT SENT TEXT OF 

SUGGESTED NEW TREATY TO COSTA RICA FOREIGN OFFICE IN 
NOVEMBER. 1973 BUT HAS NOT HAD RESPONSE FROM GOCR TO 
DATE. END F.Y.I. A FURTHER COMPLICATION, AS FONMIN FACIO 
POINTED OUT SUBSEQUENT TO 1973 EXTRADITION ATTEMPT (SAN 
JOSE 2789 OF AUGUST 4, 1973) IS THAT THAT CASE SET A 
COURT PRECIDENT IN COSTA RICA WHICH WOULD SEEM TO REQUIRE 
SUBMISSION OF FULL DOCUMENTATION PRIOR TO GRANTING OF 
PROVISIONAL ARREST AND REQUIRE THAT CRIME FOR WHICH EX- 
TRADITION IS REQUESTED BE SPECIFICALLY LISTED IN THE 
TREATY. THIS RULING IS, OF COURSE. OPEN TO INTERPRETA- 
TION BUT IS A CAUSE OF CONCERN. YOU MAY ALSO WISH TO 
MENTION PROBLEMS CREATED BY THIS COURT DECISION TO THE 
PRESIDENT. 

3. DEPARTMENT WONDERS WHAT THE DIFFERENCE IS BETWEEN THE 
ODUBER PROPOSAL AND THE CONTENTS OF THE MINORITY BILL 
CURRENTLY IN THE ASSEMBLY. COULD NOT THE PRESIDENT OBTAIN 
THE SAME OBJECTIVE BY INSTRUCTING PLN DELEGATES TO SUPPORT 
THE MINORITY MOVE TO GIVE THIS BILL PRIORITY CONSIDERATION 
DURING THIS SESSION? YOU MAY, AT YOUR DISCRETION, WISH 

TO POSE THIS QUESTION AS WELL. 

4. DEPARTMENT WHOLEHEARTEDLY CONCURS THAT COMMENTS BE 
MADE IN ORAL FORM. INGERSOLL 
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